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GODS 


GOODNES 


AND 


MER CTIE. 
LAID OPENIN ASER- 


mon, Preachedat PauLs-Crosss 
on the laſt of Tune. 162 2. 


[En —_—__ 
— "_ —_— 


BYyM.RontrxTHar ris Paſtor of the Church 
of God at Hanwell in Oxford-ſhire. 


The third Edition, correted, amended, and much 
cnlarged by the ſame Author, 


Pn” 
we, ——— 


GAL. 6.10, 
As wee have therefore opportunity, let us doe good to all 
men; eſpecially to them that are of the houſhold of Faith. 


LONDON, 
Printed by H. L, for oh RBertlet,and are to be ſoldat 
the golden Cup in the Gold-ſmiths Rowein 
Cheap-fide, 163 6.- 


THE KIiGH FT 
WORSHIPFVLYL, 


$;r BarTisT Hicks,loſlice 
of Peace in Middleſex, 


Grace and Peace, 


RicnunT WoRSHIPFUuLL; 


| = Should much for o 

@FY/ || my ſelfe, if (whil \ 
Fl preſle others to Cad 

| neſſe and Mercy) I ſhould 
| forget yours to my 
al native Country ; there Camden is 
Pf ou have done good, Glone ſhire, 
(to the houſe of God ) not onely in out- 
ward buildings and ornaments, butin ſer- 
ling a Preacher , where before was none, 1424. 
A 2 and 


and ſuch a one as cannot eaſily hee equal 
in eminency of gifts : There alſo, you have 
exerciſed (Mercy) in building ſuch an Almſ- 
houſe, as that I knowy norwhat may bee aq- 


ded thereto, unleſſe hereafter, you ſhall ſee 


cauſe to ſet over the blind,and lame, & deafe- 


(whoare leſſe able to repayre to, and pro- 
ht by the publique Miniſtery ) a more pri. 
vate Teacher & Catechiſt.Sir,l thanke God, 
I could never yet the Art of flattery, neyther 
will your wiſedome (it I know you) brook 
the trade. Ir ſufhceth, that I have in aline or 
two recommended to athers practice your 
example; and conveyed to poſteritic m 
thankfulneſle, with your bountie. If Gud 
make me able, I ſhall (haply) doe ithereaf- 
ter ina better manner ;In the meane, I be- 
ſeech you to accept my preſent thanks,wrapt 
up ina dead Letter and fſicke Epiſtle, and 
=_ continueto love his Countrey, who ſtill 
relts 


Benwe! in Oxon. ſhire, TONY wW ORSHIPS in all 
July 9+ 1622 


thankefulneſe and dutie 


RopytxT HARA1S 


'-. @ 3. A. 6. th. A + — 


TotheC S2>"k Reader. 


ENnTLE READER, 


& /[unmened to the (roſſe, when 
X TT I was not in caſe etther to Stu» 

| S&H CT die or to ſpeake, the former 
ReaaDlRd- /traight (when I could not bee 
excuſed) forced me toa familiar and eaſie Text, 
the latter to a brief &- ſhort kind of ſpeech, which 
carried with it an appearance of that which Tever 
ſhund, AﬀeCtation and Obſcurity. It may be, 
thine Eie will conceive me better than thine Eare, 
> therfore I yeeld to importunity and preſent my 
ſelfe to thy view,entreating two things of thee, 1, 
Charity, 2. Conſcience; Charity towards the 
Printer, caſe ſome faults(in my abſence)eſcape 
him;towards mein caſe ſo frequent quotations of- 
fend thee:my now prattice agrees with my ancient 
Judgement , at home , my people-ntyther under- 
and nor defire tongues and humane Authorities: 
e& therefore I am-ſparing:on the other ſide, when 
T fall upon an Auditory that conceives and re- 
Ceives both, I'vſe both,as'T [ee my advantage All is 
thine if thou canſt be content ,&+ wils add Conlci- 
A 3 ence. 


_ 
” 


ence(the ſecond thing )to Charitie.It grieves my 
(oule to ſee the guiſe of many bearers ; they deſire 
povelties : when they have heard , they judge the 
man and his method, and then ſit downe, ſeldome 
prattizing what is Preached.R eader, be not ſuch 
an bearer leſt thou coſenthy ſelfe,lam.1.2 2.thou 
here ſeeſt, that if thou be of God,and Gods good- 
neſſe and ſpeciall mercy ſhall be thine, thou muſt 
be ÞAorge. 3 do good, be mercifull and ſhew mercy, 
the times require this, the Lord expeRts this, our 
unthankfulnes and unfruitfulneſſe bath welmoſt 
undone 15.1f we,who have more peace in the State, 
more Preaching in the Church , than any other 
knowne Nation under heaven, be not more fruit- 
"ull and aboundant in goodnes, than other people, 
wr light will be curnd into darknes our Sun mto 
bloud:what ſhall I ſay?or to whom ſhall T turn my 
elf*We call till we are hoarſe,we ſpeak til we ſpit 

rthour lungs,yet will not the Sons of Men heare 
u5 they will not heare,T ſay with teares they will 
not heare,we can dono good: O Lord perſwade la- 
phet,for we cannot,&s be mercifull tothis barren 
( ountry : Reader, T leave thee , adding tothe 
Martyrs, Pray,pray,pray, Worke,worke,worke. 


Thine in the Lord, 


RoB.HARkRkls. 


we have 
. A. —_ 


In this ?/alme, 


| 


Confeſs10n. | 
, Cr. In his ſimple being, lebovab,yerſ.r, / 
| 1.Simply good. 
(1. Oraci- X 1 
oulnefle Ye RelpeRively« 
f;. Tm himſclfe. ; mercafull. 
2.In his ſecond 
being,v;3chis 
properties, 
2 Arguments, reduced to 
from the ob- 
ze of our 
eaiſes,God, | b / 1,Power is His, 
L conldered j verſ.z 
| » Great- 4; 
K -D is Hi 
. | | neſſe, 3 —__ His. 
4 | jÞ" generall, they are all wonderfull, verſ.4. 
2. In his works : 
C delivered & Creation in the 
1-Such a3 con-N parts thereof 
cerne the +5.6.7, 


"p = 


| 
* 
2. Such 
as con- 
cerne the 
 þ Church. 


L 


t.Adutic, Thenkefalneſſe, deſcribed from its common nature, | | 


whole world. YPreſervationand' 


C hich 


| AC. 


yer{ 8.9. 


I, mt firſt Planeation ' 
3. — 

Priz 
_— e- A, 23 _ = 
Poſitive. 
Earthly.y.z 52. 
Spurituall, 
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GODS 
GOODNES AND 
MER CIE: 


Laid open in a Sermon at Pauls- 
Croſle, onthelaſt of Tune.s 622. 


PSAL.136.VER.1, 
Praiſe yee the Lord, becauſe He is good: for his 


Mercie cnaureth for ever, Cc. 


A Pr HL 
Vi | Has 


38 His Plalmecleeres ir ſelfe, and 
2 thercforca Title needeth nor, it 


l 
= 
3 


oo 2 
AWD 


anſwers all occaſions, and therc- ordinary, « 

. Extra0rdi 
rall ; it was ſung by courſe, and , dnp Ie 
therefore the burthen is ſtill rhe 6p. 
ſame. In it we have a Duty preſ- + i» 54e drm 


”« 


F2@ fore the Arguments are gene- 1:457%10.4., 


ſed,and Arguments preſſing : the Duty is thanketul- 99s. 


” 
. : - 
——___ n= O———— _@ WO OS OSG—_RX3®© 


neſle, delivered fromirs common nature, Confeſ5102: 

(our praiſcsare bur acknowledgements of Gods cx- 

cellencics.) The Arguments are drawne from the 

Objc& of our praiſes ; Gop,conſidered firſt in him- 
B 


ſclfe. 


— —_ 
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..- Gods Goodneſſe. | 


ſelf, Secondly,in his Works :inhimſelfe conſidered, . 


He is apprehended by a firſt & ſecond AR of our un- 
derſtanding ; Firſt, in his moſt fimple'being (confeſſe 
to Jehovah.) Secondly, in his ſecond being, (to ſpeak 
as we conccive things) in his properties. 
Theſementioned here andelſe-where, as Exodus 
34:+&c.arc,firlt, Grati0aſneſſe;, Secondly, Greatneſſe, 
for the firſt, he is firſt fimply (Good) and then ina re« 
ſpe&(Mercifall).torthe ſecond, His is Power, Hce is 
(Gods of gods) Gods in the plurall, becauſe all 
wersarc His, (God of gods) in an-Hebrew faper- 
Pal979 ative, becauſe he is farreabove all Gods,whether ſo 
reputed or deputed ; that grear,that ſtrong God , as 
Moſes expoundsthe phrate,Dewt.1 0.7, 

Next, Kingdome is His : Heis (Lords of lords) 
in. che ſame ſenſe, that is, the Manarch and Empe. 
rourof Princcsand States; now-if Power be His and 
Kingdome His, Glory is his alſo, therefore wn 
confeſlc it, faith the Yſalmijft: This is the firſt Argu- 
ment from Gods bleiled ſelfe ; the ſecond, from his 
Workes, - leave for haſte, &c- 

F Of the ARtion (Confe//e,) the ObjeR (lebovah) 
pet wb - ſome-thing at home. + her and AMercie offer 
themſelves next ;and firſt, Goodneſſe, as the more ge- 
ncrall, and the ground of Mercie, 

_ God is good, This point is plaine; a principle not. 
Te $w%9%- needing proofe ; there be(faith. Nature in the Phi- 
arr »} loſopher) ſome confeſled goods; of theſe,God isthe 
ad  Chicfc, nayalltheſcin- one; like an abſolute Pearle, 
| that containes all beauties in it ſelfe,no Marcion will 
denie goodneſle, where he yeelds a God-head , we 
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have therefore ſaid enough for Proofe, when wee 
have once ſaid what g@odnefſle is, and how itis affir= 
med of God. 

For the firlt, Goodneſſe is the perfetionof things, I 
for whichthey arc deſirable;perfetion imports free- 
dome from all defeats, & fulneſle of all excellencies, 
and is chiefly ſcene in the being,working, end of 
things;that which hath the noble(t being, and there- 
fore end, and therefore operations, is ever beſtand 
moſtdeſireable : Deſire is the reaching of the Soule, 
after that thatlikes us, becauſe it is like us : Now the 
All-ſufticient God is his owne being, his owne end, Hireſle io bis 
his owne 42,07 rule in Aion, yea hee is the Author ggere, 
of all good, the end anddelireof allthings (in natu- Buwm emny 
rall reſpeRs)and therefore the perfeQion of all, and —_— 
ſo allperfeRion and goodnefle, 

For the ſecond, God is, firſt e/entially good, good \; 
without poodneſſe,(faith Aſtin ).Creatures be good, rr formally 
butnot goodneſle, their natureis good, but good- 4337 

neſle is not their nature; butthe nature and ſubſtance,,,, roger] 
of God (faith the Chriſtian Philoſopher) is good- ne{e- | 
neſlc, nature and goodnefſle difter not in him, but 

oncly ina reſpeR. 

Secondly, cauſally good, noras the forme of parti- r.Aquin.queſ, 
cular goods,but as the Worker of all, the meaſure of **%*: , 
all,the end,that terminates and perfeas all. 

Thirdly, (which followes upon the former) em#- 
ently good :firſt, in Order, Nature, Worthzand laſtly, 
Originally,and Abſolutely the onely good. Mat,r9.17, 

This Doctrine cals more for practiſe than proofe, 
becauſe as in nature, ſo-here , the ſweeteſt things are 
moſt abuſed,& being abuſed, prove moſt dangerous..,,,.. "_ 

B 2 God e/t pe/vim, 


Ve 1. 


All good ha- 
tred comes 
from good 
love,but bad 
hatred produs 
c<th bad love, 


 Sirale.apud 
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4 Gods Goodneſſe. 


God is good,let us put it to good vſe;firſt, for uns 
bling, ſee what we were once,good : for of goodnes, 
can come nothing bur goodnes ; ſecondly, What we 
arenow by nature, bad for firſt,we are ſunke as farre 
from God as hell is from heaven, He is ho/y, we pro- 
fane, He wiſe, we fooliſh, He zrae,we falſe, He good, 
wee naught. Secondly, from this diſproportion 
growes hatred of Gods holinefle, in his Word, wor 
ſhip, people, preſence, every way. Thirdly,from this 
hatred ſprings loveto his encmies,the World, Fleſh, 
Satan. Fourthly, from this love, a liſtning to what 
fleſh ſhall propound, and Saran ſuggeſt, and thence a 
capacitic and poſſibility of being monſtrous in life, 
and blaſphemous to rhe death. 

Oh!whata peece of ground is mans heart now be- 
come, wherein no ſpiritualncsthrives,unleſſe Power 
it ſelfe plant it 2 wherein,Pride, Murther whoredome, 
Sodomie, Blaſphemie, Atheiſme,either doth or ſfoone 
may ſeede 2 This curſed nature, this renders us as 0- 
dious, as goodneſle doth amiable ; and this muſt be 
ſcene, if ever we will be ſaved. Now the glaſlethart 
deteRs badnes is Guds goodneſle: by his nature and 
workes we ſee ours , as by the Sunne wee ſee motes, 
and filthby light, But God is a light too ſtrong for 
our ſenſe. True, therefore we mult with him (in the 
ſtory) lookefor the Sunnein the Weſt, not in the 
Eaſt : behold the Lord, as heis refleted & refrated, 
firſt in theglaſle of his creatures, and his Workes. 
Secondly,in the face of his deareſt Sonne,ſo we ſhall 
ſee (atone view) vnſpeakeable beautie, and defor- 
mitiezthat in God, this in us : ſo way and overture 
will be made for that firſt, ſecond, and third of Chri- 
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ſtianitie, true humilitie : ſo Gods goodneſle will bee 4uz.c94 
admitted ; mays wickednefſeabhorred ; all the cr- 
rours of thetimes, and inconeruvitics of aQion will 
be ſoone reſolved into their ON principle, elt1ange- 
ment from,and diſtruſt in this codes of God. ; 
Secondly, {ce what we ſhould be, good ; goodnes Yſ+ 2. 
is ever admirable, and therefore (ſaith the Philo- wes og 
ſopher) imitable. Now the 119.?/al.verſ.68.tells "On 
us, that Ged is good, and doth good, and heis our 
Coppy andrule, 
Firlt therefore wee muſt be good, and then doe rx. 
good. firſtrhe ſap muſt be good,and then the fruir ; 
for asthings bec, ſorhey worke; the infuſion of the 
ſap (the firſt act of our converſion)is Gods aR, our 
will prevents itnot, but followes ir. The ſecond aR 
(of fructifying) is ours, under God : for when God 
hath m_ and dothtouchus, wee doe move; and 
whileſt the ſpirit imbreathes us, weturne about like 
the Mill : in. neither wee muſt bee wanting to our 
ſelves, but concurre inthis as agents, in that as pa- ,,L1 ..; 
tients, and as our libertie(inexternall aRs)is ſtill iJcplmem,ue 
ſome, ſo muſt our endeavours beanſiverable. Firſt, 79mer, 
wee muſt have the paricnce to heare (whatſoever EP 
wanton wits maytalke of the wills, vitginitie or 0- 
ther exemptions of the higher faculties) that in our Rom7. 
fleſh dwels no ſpirituall goodneſſe, all our goodneſle 
dwels our of our ſelves in Chriſt. | 
Secondly, thatitis Gods owne hand, that ſlends 
us from the firſt, and ſets us in the ſecond Adam. 
And thirdly,that he doth this by his owne means, 
& therefore we muſt render our ſelves to his meanes, 
waiting till. hee (who _ in working , and 
Fl 


workcs 


Eſa,5$3- 
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workes in ſpeaking) ſhall pleaſe to ſpeake life into 
the Soule, by the care. | | 

Thus are wee made trees : being ſuch, we muſt 
(in the ſecond place) beare : and here lyes our 
bufineſle,our errand hither,is notto pleaſe or preach 
man, but to call for fruite,M#.21.34. you arctrees 


.in Gods vineyard, well planted, fenced, husbanded, 


whart is your fruite your Land is good, your Law 
is wot z your Citic good, your Sermons good, 
what be you? Is your fruite none ?.Heare our bleſ(- 
ſed Saviour,every Tree,z. Every Man,every Houſe, 
every Citic,cvery Nation, that bearcs not fruite, is 
for the fire : Is your fruitbad 7 Heare againe, A good 
Tree cannot bring forth bad fruite, and the ground 
that brings for briers after ſhowers muſt be burnt, 
Heb.6.8.Y ou have reccived the raine of Heaven,and 
muſt be as the raine and dewe from Heaven, 27c.5.7. 
clſe the curſe is neere. Is your goodneſſe onely Mo- 
rall : heare your Saviour, Every branch that bears not 
fraite in meehe takes away, ohn 15.2, Your workes 
muſt be the workes of God, wrought from God, for 
God, in God, according to God , clſe they are but 
ſhining ſinnes. Is your goodneſle ſpirituall £ heare a- 
eaine, Unleſſc a man abide in meg he is caſt out, caſt 
intothe fire and burnt, /9hn15.6, Behold, if an- 
other ſhould cry fire, fire, fire, thus in your ſtreetes, 
you wonld be all awakened, our bleſſed Saviour 
crics, fire if your fruite be none;fire if bad, fire if not 
ſpirituall, fire ifnort laſting. O be affraid of this con- 
ſuming firc, and as you heare the words, ſo doe the 
workes of God. Religion, (wee muſt know) is net 
agame , goodaeflea word, it is aRtive like fire, com- 
MU+ 
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Gods Goodneſſe, 7 
municative like light : as the life of things ſtands in 
goodneſle , ſothelife of goodnefle in ation. The 
chicfeſt goodsare molt ative, the beſtgood a meere 
AR, and the more good wee doe, the more god like 
andexcellent we bezwhatis theexcellenty of meats? 
goodnes, what of wines? goodnes; what of grounds? 

oodnes ; what of all ? goodnes : whar is mans com- 
Pr in life 2 whar in death? whar after ? what ever? 


goodnes; This is rhe man, thewhole man, no crown Eccl{-12, 


to this in life, nocomfortto this inthe day of ac- 
counts. Well done good ſervant, enter into thy 


maſters joy.' Glory, and honour, and peace, is to c- p,m... 


very worker of goodne(lſe, whether Iew or Gentile, 
bond or free, richor poore, wiſe or {imple, weake 
or ſtrong; if a werkerof rightcouſneſle, hee isaccep- 
ted aflifted,rewarded,therefore worke. 


Noewas you muſt be prefled to,, andrich inevery Tit.z-3. 


good worke, (for goodnes containesaltparts- owin 

to-Godor man, our ſelues or others; friends or foes;) 
Sochiefely inthe beſt, for kiade or uſe, thar is, good 
{pirituall and common; for the firft} as ſpitituall 
gifts, {o ats'aremore defirable,'Man never lived till 
the life of God livein him, and all that hee doth bee 
eythera ſpirituall aQ, or (ar leaſt) ſpiritually ated ; 
holineſle muſt bee written (Zacherze tells us) upon 


our bridles\, when we watre, upon ours-cups,when Zack.r4: 


wedrinke:; In ſhort, the kingdomeof God; muſt firſt 
be ſought and ſer upinus and ours; and what wee 
-may;advanced among; others ,- in the meanes of it 
and-maintenance; for it.» And here the tich' may. 
joynein one, both-rheſe goods ſpiritualt ind com- 
mon, Some Churches (you ſce) want men, ſome 

| men 


8544 loft verſe. 
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men Ch urches and meanes : I bluſh, Ibleed to ſpea 
ir, able men areready to hyre out themſelves for 
bread, andexcellent wits hang the head for wantof 
watering, gaſping like fiſhes out of the water , being 
out of all both meanes and hopes, if there beany 
truc bloud yet running in your veines,, you that can 
feed Birds and Dogs, ſtarve not Grace and Leat- 
ning. Children mightbe Schollars,Schollars Prea- 
chers, Preachers Sav1ours, and that of thouſands,did 
not dogs cate the Childrens bread. 
Secondly, you muſt aymeatthe common good, 
for that is ſtill thegreateſtgood ; and heere two 
rules , firſt, if you will be forthe publicke,you muſt 
be good in private: bcare your owne fruit, worke 
in + owne hives, man your owne oares, and 
make good your owne ſtanding. Happy is that 
body,whcrcinthe eye ſecs, the care heares, the li- 
ver ouiics, &c. Happy that houſc, wherein the 
Maſter rules, theman runs, the head leades, and 
the body followes ; Happy that State, whercin the 
Cobler meddles with his laſt, the Tradeſman with 
bis ſhop, the Student with his booke, the Counſel- 
ler with State, the Prince with the Scepter,and cach 
Creature lives in his owne Element , but woe bee 
ro the Heathens Army, when all will be Captaines, 
andnone Souldicrs, woe tothat body that will bee 
al p head;members miſplacedare nelifer for vie nor 
eaſc. 


Secondly, we muſt ſhoote at the common white, ' 


that is , though you bee private in your ſtandings, 
yet you mult be publicke in your affcRions, and in- 
tendements. 


For 


«. — 
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For the firſt ; I meane affeions, as King Rithard 
beſtowed himſelfe diverſly at his death, ſo muſt we 
in life ; Bohemia claimes a part in our love,the Palati- 
nate a part,the Churches abroad, our Brethren at home 
a part: at home, in ſelling we muſt be buyers, in len- 
ding borrowers, in viſiting patients, in comforting 
mourners ; abroad, we muſt in our owne peace con- 


ſider their warres, fecle them panting, ſec them blee- 


ding, heare them ſcriching ; O husband, O wife, O my 
childe, my childe, O mother, mother, mother my father is 
ſlaine, my brother is torne, my legge is off, my outs be out, 
halfe dead halfe alive,worſe than ether, becauſe ney- 
ther.O that we had hearts to bleed over them, and to 
pray for the peace of /eruſalem. 

For the ſecond, our thoughts muſt all meete in the 
common-good, like ſo many lines in a Center, 
ſtreames in the Sea ; Chriſt Ieſus pleaſed not himſelfe, 
faith S. Paul ; He ayed for us, faith S. 1ohn, therefore 
we muſt for our brethren zone member will dye for 
all, one Heathen for many zit we muſt dyc for the 
common-good, muſt wee norlive toir 7 If all muſt, 


yers (to inſtance) muſt be common bleſhngs, and 
not ſecke your owne,you muſt (with P4pinidn) rejet 
bad cauſes,and ripen good; there goes buta paireof 
Sheares berweene a protratting Lawyer, and chea- 
ting Mountebanke , that ſets his Client backward 
and forward like a man at Cheſle, and proves a but- 
cherto the filly ſheepe,which rannero him from the 
Drover. 


2. 
muſt notthe more publique perſons ? oe” tow Law- Þ ſome un pare 


ticuler as 


1-Lawyers, 


2T.and-lordt, 


You Land-lords muſt be common too,if with that 7.6rm.eyip. 


Duke you will truſt your Tenants with yourthroat, 
C . you 


ad 5 ynop ſm. 
Hiſt. oma, 


ro Gods Goodneſſe. 
muſt not hurt theirs, youare heads of Townes, 
the head ſhould care for the leaſt toe: encloſure, if ir 
wound notrthe heart, yet treads it heavie on the rocs 
of a State;zforcenot men by racking rents, by over- 
laying Commons, and picking quarrels to: undoe 
themſelves, betray not Townes, as Kowme did Car- 
"Rh thave witha diſtinction, We will fave the Citie, but 
deſtroy the Towne:: a poore man in liis houle is like 
a Snaule in his ſhell, craſh thar, and you kill him : ſay 
therefore with thy ſelfe,My Tenant is aman, not a 
bcaſt, were he a beaſt, ycta righteous man is mcret- 
fullro his beaſt;a breeding Bird muſt not have her 
neſt deſtroyed, ayongue Kid muſt nor bee ſod in his 
mothers milk,what will become of mc and mine,if I 
deſtroy theneſt ofbreeding Chriſtians, 2nd having 
Mich-3-3. Cchoptthcm-tothe pot, ſeethe oldand yongue in one 
anothers bloud 2 
Jo You Patrons muſt be for the common-good alſo, 
preferre many ſoules ro one tenth , when you be to 
chuſc a Shepheard, let the queſtion be thar of theirs 
inthe Goſpell, 70 i worrhy ? and the deciſion, De- 
tur digniors ;when you preſent, preſent not a Prome- 
thews {acyifice,skinne and bone without fleſh ; when 
Zach 5-4. you havepreſcnted, feare Zacharies curſe againſt per- 
jurieandfacriledge, if perjuricdwell in the Parſo- 
age, and robbery inthe Mannor, the curſe of Gop 
hee pare Will pulldowne both. Laſtly, when you have a Pro- 
ar fr1,.kivde phet, bee you Patrons ? ſtudie his peace, as he doth 
yay te yours: what Law it may be,after vowes roenquire,l 
aft unio bs q 4 Ie 
cane reacher,, © 4OE NOt know, ſure T am, Salomon ſaith, it is deſtruc« 
» Rare aus intion, deſtruſtion of ſome cſtares, of many ſoules ; 
mm,2t whiltthe Nurſe wants bread,. the Children want 
milke, 
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milke, ſo both cry and both are heard, and woebe to 
him that hath acry of Soules againſt him., | 
Nobles, I know not whether they frequent this 4» 
lace or not, if ſo, I would cntreat them ro remem- es 
er, whatthe Story ſaith of ſome men, thatthey 
are Medicinable from top to toe, and ſuch ſhould Plin.!.2&c.z4 
they be. Firſt, they ſhould heale themſelves, becauſe 
their ations are all cxcemplary ; then their families, 
by eſtabliſhing Nebuchadnezzars order, thatno mar ,,,. 5 | 
ſpcake (much leſſedoe) anything amiſle againſt the * - 
God ot heaven thirdly , the opprefled and woun- | 
ded ; they ſhould reſcue the poore, as did noble /ob, W 
plead for them, ride for them, ſpeake to Majcſty ir 4 
ſelfe for them, where poverty hath not acceſle. So 
ſhall rhey enoble themſelves, and preventthe cen- F's rium 
ſure of former Ages. OR 
Wee cloſe this Uſe with Meziſftrates and 1uſtices y 
(Itinerant, or others;) S.Paul tels rhem their errand ; tſtice and 
itisthe common good, and chalkes out their way z 4cemnt. 
they muſt be Terrors and Comforts, | Ec 13 0284 
Firſt, terrorsto the cvill, elſc evill doers will be as. 
terror tothem, for ſinne is impudent & incroaching, T+ 
as experience hath raughtus : Bribery will be ſome- 
times bolder than 1znocencie'; Falſbood than Truth ,, 
a man thatdoth more than deliberate of Rebellion ,,  ..,.- 
(which yeta Tacitus couldcall Rebellion,) hee will ' 
embarke himſelfe in ations of State, embroyle xr yon 
Kingdomes, cransferre, for his publique good,any IE 
Crownc, fpeake moſt baſcly of annointed Princes, 7. Becan,o7 
and yet ſuch a man as this will be neere hand, heard ©v* 
as lowd from the Barrc, as Iuſtice fromthe Bench; a 
Gentleman-ſwearer, A FS force, 
2 W 
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will ſoone qut-ſtarea Tuſtice, an Alderman ; and a rf 

Noble-mans-mans-man will ſo amaze luſtice (if ſhe 

take notthe more heart) that ſhee is left ſpcechleſle 

a long time after, O 1b, Phineas, Nehemiah, &c. 

whats become of your ſpirit? You would drive finne | 

s andfinncrs intotheir holes;now they dare the light, 
and ſtare Iuſtice in the face, as if they would out»tace 
her : ariſe (yee living Images of God) cloth your 
ielves with zeale as witha cloake, put on Tuſtice as a 
garment, underſtand, thatthereisa King in //rael, a 
God in heaven; and make finne underſtand, that you 
have zecale in your hearts, and a {word in your 
hands, 

2, Secondly, you muſt be incouragers of goodneſle, 
goodnefſle(I ſay) beth ſpirituall and morall, religi- 
on, and rightcouſneſſe ; for Religion,where is zeale 
comely, it notthcre 2 when, it not now, when falſe 
zeale blazeth,and true cooles? View a zealous Papiſt 
(inthatname and reſpeR, bctter than a meere Neu- 
ter) and hedarestell usto our hcads, that our Reli- 
£10N 15 errour, our ſelves heretiques,our end deſtruc- 
tion ; that one Heaven cannot hold us hereafter, one 

can.yatro, Churchnow, that living and dying Lutherans , wee 
$-.P0r4%, ſhall be certainely damned, if we be not, he will be 
DR * damnedforus:Now,if our Faith ſtand upon better 
Rof Luc.0h= pillars than his, why ſhould not we be as reſolute and 
a7,0%, confidentas het Viewagainethe Atheiſt , and hee 
flyeth upon Religion, as a Bird upon the Candle he 
diſgraccs it, & willnot you then grace it ? He ſmites | 
it,and will not you defend it? Yes,Religion calls on 
your ſword to her ſuccour , chiefly when ſhee is op- 
poledin her Prophers,they are the men of ſor mow 
rncy 
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they findethe Hiforiax true, that we have loſt the gawn vecabus 
names (I may adde the nature) of things : Darkneſſe is «niſms, 
is called /jght, Light darknes; the Shepheard is hunted, ©©** ia 
and the Foxe hunts him : Many a man cries out of | 
| blaſphemy againſt God andthe King , andthe blaſ- , 5... 
phemic is but this, N«both will not part witha peece 
of his flcece; many a fearefull Bull is framed againfta 
Preacher, when the Enditement ſhould runne thus : 
Bonws vir, ſed ideo malus,quia Chriſtianwus,ar leaſt Chri- reriul. apel. 
ſti nuncius, My Fathers, and reverend Judges, open 5% 
your mouthcs in the cauſe of the afflicted; remem- 
ber,thar you owe your Hoods, Gownes, Lives, ſclves 
to the Goſpell; did not our Miniſtry awe mens con- 
ſciences, nor you, nor the world would be one yeare 
elder; ſhould you ceaſe to countenance us in our 
righteous cauſes. you ſhould berray your right hand 
withtheletr, 

Now, as Keligion brings the greateſt good, and 
therefore muſt be moſt reſpeRed., ſo /sſtice the 
next, and therefore muſt bee carefully adminilſtred. 
And here we ſhall norneede to minde you of the 
Oratours 4»? , orthe Heathens zote, How that ma», _, _ 
ny more offend by ſeeking favour,than offending z it 1unl. 
ſhall ſuffice to referre your wiſedomes to two Scrip- 
tures in Job; the firſt, is Chap. 15. verſ. 34. and it's Chp-15-34- - 
this ; Fire ſhall conſume the Tabernacles of Bribery : it 
Bribery ( how ever diſguiſed) get into the houle, 
whether by the maſter, or miſtreſle,or ſonne, or (cr- 
vant, God will fire it out, or fire the houſe over it. 

Theſecond,is Chap.1 3. yerl. 10. He will ſurely re- Chap.13:% \ 
prove you,if” you ſecretly accept perſons.Carry it never 
{o ſmoothly, yet if ——_ you preferrea Laick 
3 e-- 
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to a Church-man, a Lord toa Plough-man, a kinſ- 
man to a ſtranger, a Courtier toa Peaſant, and take 
away thc righteouſneſſe of the innocent, and juſtifie 
the wicked, God will certainely reproove you, z.e. 
chide, ſmite, curſe you for ir, and ſo ſet it on as no 
man ſhall bee ableto rake it off ; that God that will 
not ſuffer youto be partiall for the poore, for him- 
ſclfe, will never brooke other warpings,and partiali- 
tics : Oh, then looke upward and peruſe your Nath, 
deale cgally between party and party,plcaand plea 
and if you will necedes heare any in privatcyheare the 
poore man ſpeake, whoſe counſell dares not ſpeake 
(ſometimes) in publique ; and if you will haſten a- 
ny hence,haſten him who languiſheth, whilſt head 
and bod ſtand a hundred myles aſlunder. And 
when you ride circuit, I beſeech you remember, 
that you ride circuit, not poſt, take time to heare 
poore mens grievances your ſelves, Jeſtin a Refe» 
rence, you leave the Harc in the Huntſ-mans-hands, 
and the Coggmiſhoner deputed, umpire the matter, 
The Aedeates AS Once they didat Rome berweene Neighbours , the 
& Aricm&e ground isnecither the Plaintifs nor Detendants, it is 
the Tudges. To wind up all, nor you, nor weof the 
rows Miniſtry (ro whom T had moreto ſay it the place ſui- 
© CONcIO . 4 
Ceri & vikcar. ted , and of whom moreelſe-where)nor any pre- 
ſent, have done the good wee ſhould ; tet us ſay for 
N9rmen elequi- the time paſt, That we have been unprofitable ſervants; 
mur mague/ed "nd henceforward,reſolve with the Church of ofd ; 


EL... A 


Iob 13. 


F.Mmnutis Not totalke, but to live. 
Tn b The maine diſpatcht, wee would ſpeake the reſt, 


if wecould, with one breath. Is God good ? Then 
love him ; for, Goodneſle is the objec of love: 
now 
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now love isa deſire of union, itunites usto God,by xueer of love; 
conforming and transforming us, ſo that then our =+ 
love ſhallappeare to be true, when out of a defire ro *?: 

be made one with God, we conforme to his ordi- See thi 7 ens 
nances,and be transformed into his Image, _ "0p 

Againe,is God good? then lethim bejuſtifiedand * "74, 
every mouth ſtopped; we inſtance. . 

Firſt, finnes are committed 5 Doe wee make God 
acauſe ofit « What, as much as man 2 Whatr,more Pigs, code. 
than mans What, more than Sathan 2 O blaſphe- hers charge we, 
mic ! O impudencie ! Did it ever come into any of © 9%": 
our hearts ſo tothinke £ No, no, we yecld that finne 
cannot comport witha glorified cſtate , much leſſe 
with glory it ſclfe : Wee hold, that God being 
goodneſle it ſelfe, and All-ſufficiency, cannot be a 
cauſe, eyther Morall or. Phyficall, of that which 1s 
(formally) nothing bur deficiency;and if our owne 
words may not be taken in our owne caufe; let ſome p.5,4r 0puf; 
conſult S»4rez,and their own & the purer Schooles, F. ArmcTheſ 
others their owne Arminizes and Yorſtizes, and then _ w_ 
rcll us what wee ſay more than they, or they lefle od,  * 
than we (for ſubſtance) abour the cauſe of finne. 

Secondly, the world (Chriftian) is embroyled, 
yet Godis good; in this Confuſion he ſeeth order, 
and in this double-faced world, the fide to God- 
ward is beautifull, when that to us-ward 1s defor- -—_ 
med, OVPes 

Thirdly, Diſputes ariſe, touching Reprobation, y; qmmis, 
which trench farre upon Gods rights ; ſay ſtill, he is 424m/ Perk, 
good, all that he decrees and. does isof himlelfe, {P27 * 
and forhimſelfe, and therefore beſt, becauſe from, * 
and for the belt. 

Laſtly, 


Plut.of trang, 
of unde, 


Pſal.72. Q 
Plal.z4. 
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Laſtly, Diſcontents ariſe; ſay ſtill, God is good; 


the rimes are hard, yet He is good ;3men are naught, 
yet Heis good ; we have our wants,yet Hee is gobd 
to us, and where can we mend our ſelves £ Were we 
in France, in Bohemia, in Folonia, nay, were we not 
Chriſtians but, Heathens, not men but beaſts, not 
beaſts burghoſts in hell,'twere dutic to ſay, God is 
good (for where power, juſtice, wiſedome are,there 


goodnefſlcis) and if goodneſſe muſt bee acknowled- 


gcd there, mult it not in Exgland, the face of Europe: 
in Zoxaon, the eyc of England? Behold, the Crea- 
tures,refreſhr with Go Þ s goodneſle,triumph; the 
Ficlds laugh ; the Corne fings; the Birds chirp ;the 
Beaſts skip ; yea, (faith the Heathen) wee love to 
heare them ſing, not howle, not roare, not bellow 
and ſhall we (in the midſt of their rejoycing) whine 
andcry 2 Doubtleſle, what everthetimes be, or our 
cſtares be, God is good; and goodneſle is excellent, 
and exccllency challengeth honour, therefore doe 
the Lord right. However it be (ſaith the Prophet) 
God is good to traell, Letthe Iſrael of God taſte it, 
relidh it, confeſle it, livein the ſtrength of it, 
dycinthe ſenſe of it,and ever continue 
in the feare of Gods goodneſle : 
as Hos EA ſpeakes, 
Chap. 3/7. 


— 


— I 


Thus farre of phat Goodneſle now, whereof no An- 
gell can ever ſpeake enough. 
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GODS MERCIE. © 


Ow followes the ſecond ; Mercy; Where, 
firſt , the thing : ſecondly ,:the. adjunR, 
4 For the firſt, though  (19n) bee ſome- 
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Y 
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. what generall, yet our Tranſlation is 


| juſtified by our Saviour, Mazrh.g.1z.whorenders it 


(@&;) Secondly, by our Prophct, who fevers it 
from goodnefle ; This being a generall AMercie, 
That a particular Goedneſſe, reſpetting miſcry and 
want. 


Forthe ſecond, tis everlaſting ; everlaſtingneſſe A4rrerymp. 


og n mul, ſomel, ey 
(oreternitie) is a perte@ pofleſſion, all at once,of "1 ſemper kaber 


endlcſſelife ({airh Boeth.) Everlaſting Mercie then quicquid baker, 


is perfe& AMercie, which ſhuts out all the imperfeRti- 

ons of time, beginning, end, ſucceſhon, and-ſach is 

Gods Mercie. Firſt, his Eſſentiall Mercie is everla- 

ſtingneſle it ſelfe;for itis himſelfe,and:God hath nor, 
bur is, things ; He is beginning, end, bang, and that 

whichisof himſclfe, and ever. himſcltc,gscrernitte it 

ſelte : Secondly, his Selatiue Hercy (whichcoſpets 

us, and makes impreflion onus) is everlaſting too, 
in a ſenſe ;for the Creatures, ever ſince they had be- 
ing.inhim,or- exviftence in theirnarurallcauſes, did 
evcrand.everweltmeed Morcy;optherpreferving or 
conſervings Prevehcing,orcontinuing Mercy in the 
firſt (enſcy1s:Negarrvelyenaley/e, that is.uncapable of 
end, becauſeunboundable- tor being: inthe ſecond 
ſenſe,itis Biyativlely engleſje \ 4t never _— 
take 


CC 
De Conſols, 


——  ——_—— — 


porfi.2. 


Reaſ. 


Eſa, 58.7. 


Heb. 3.1- 
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rakeend, though in it felfe it may; and ſome wayes 
is bounded; the firſt is includedin the latter, but the 
latter chiefly here entended, and therefore the point 
ariſes robe this : Goa's mercy {chiefly to bis Church) is 
an endleſſe Mercy, itknowes no end, reccives 10 ins 
terruption:. Reaſons hereof. from the Word, are 
theſe, (for as touching teſtimonie this Pſalme ſhall 
be our ſecuritic) firſt, from God's naterey Fee 12 pood. 
Mercy pleaſes him. Firſt, it is. no:rronble for him ro 


. exerciſe Mercy : Secondly,ir itis his deligijt z we are 


never weary of receiving, taercfore He cannot be of 
giving; for-aSit isa more bleſſed thing to-give-than 
to reccive;ſo God takes more. content-in the one 
than we in the other. 

Secondly , from bi archanzeable word and Cave- 


nant, Thus ſaith the Lord, though the. Mountaines }. 


ſhould remove, &c. andrthough my: Covenant with 
the Heavens ſhould faile,yer nor this;E/a. 5 44. 
Thirdly, From our need, Eycry Creature is com- 
pounded of Perfection and imperfection : the. firſt is 
the ground, the ſccond is the. QbjceR of Mercie , for 
the firſt, that which movesto» Mercy, is. 4 r0priety ; 
thereforewe pittic man;becauſche isour owne fleſh, 
thereforea Chriſtian man, becauſe we. bein the bo» 
die. We. pitty ſtill our owne, and therefore God 


ns hens, Thewes mercy.tous; becauſe Hee hathan intereſt in 


quam aliquid, 


{1,444 1s, and webe his owne : cither as creatures, or chil- 


F.Aquiſecun- 
da ſerunda. 
q 30.0 6.h8 


dren, and ſo concurre with him ia fome degree of 


-porfeRion. For the ſecond, the ObjeR of Mercy: is . 
not miſcry, unleflein (the Schoole-mans ſenfe, that , 


#wenAe 4x. 35) a generall ſenſe, but defeRiveneſle 3 for -whatſoe- 


ver hath otallthings in, of; by it {clfeſtands:cver - 
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-nothing of rhoſe uncouth.Diſpures , touching char 
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'the mercy of another ; andin theſe circumſtances 


ſtands every Creature, he partly is and is not, and As compounded 


therefore needes,and rherefore receives mercy from ex ene & nou 


God,where heentends its perpetuiric, _ 
Now, is Gods mercy thus Endleſſe? Then (tofay re x, 

Apocryphall invocation of Saints,2s Eccims acknows- De venr ſang 

ledgethar, tonching exciſion & intercifion of grace, ©" 

the precedency of {ome Creatures above Chriſt, in 

paintot Mercy, and otherthe like monſters of opi- 

nionand blaſphemie) ler us learne of the Church, 


:to dwell upon the mercies of God;inſome attributes 


we may be to bufie, bur here a man may let our 
himſelte without danger ,God offers more mercy 
to our cyes, thanwee can ſee ; to ourthoughts, than 
we can conceive; and when we have doneall, He i Neh.g, 
sbove all prayers : hereby our hearts willbe wonne to 
God; power without mercy,amazes,wiſedome con- 
founds, juſtice affrights, bartmercy ſcene in all (as 
inthis ?/a/me) unires & melts, here is daily employ- 
ment : f&r He lades us daily with bleſſings, and his 
mercies are freſb every mor1:11g, we provoke him,and x... R 


'be is patient , we put himtoit, and he is clement , we 


I 


beempric, and he is bountifull, we be miſerable, 8 he 
is pittifull, good to our bodies, ſoules,eſtates, names, 
friends, Townes, Church,State,Court, Kingdome : 
Oh, er theſe Mercics ſoake into our hearts, till they 
draw forth teares, as they did from Bradford , Let 
the houſe of Levi ſay, his Mercy endures for ever , Let 
the houſe of Iudah ſay, hu Mercy endures far ever; Let 
the fields fay,it is his Mercy that we be notall ſpoy- 
led ; Lerour Cities ſayyitis bis Mercy that wee bee 
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not all burnt z Let our Churches ſay, it it his mercie 
that we be not all ras'de, Yea, let this Land(of all 
Lands) ſay, it ishis mercy that: ſword and: fire and 
peſtilence,and other miſeries,doe not prey upon me, 
as upon my Siſter-Kingdomes; O Lord, who i a God 
like to thee? thus to beare, thus ro blcflezhad nor 
thy Mercies exceeded all limits, our finnesere rhis 
had ſunke us all ;our England had beene made a (e- 
cond Sedom and Gomorrah, 

Is God ever mercifull? Then the Argument is ever 
good, Turne to the Lord, ſay the Prophers,repent ſaics 
the Apoſtle, this che uſe,that Mercy mult bee pur to, 
the berter God hath beene tous, the more we muſt 
bleede under his reproofes; O my people, what have 1 
done untothee ? or wherein have I orieved thee ? teſtifie 
againit me. Surely,1 brought thee up out of the land of E- 
gypt,and redeemed thee out of the houſe offer vants,and I 
have ſent before thee, Moſes, Aaron and Miriam. O my 
people remember now what Balak King of Moab haddes 
viſed and what Balaam the ſanne of Beor anſwered him, 
from Shittim unto Gilgal, that-gee may know the righte- 
ouſneſſe of the Lord, ſaies God, Mich. 6.3.--6, He 
ſpake it once to /#dsh,now to England, O my people, 
what is the matter that I cannot winne you © Where- 
in havel wronged your names that you teare mine * 
When didI grieve youthat you grieve me £ When 
was hardto you, that you 4 hardly afford me one 
day in ſevens What ayles you, what ayles you, that 
you will not beruled by me? [ would have you leave 
your finnes, you will not ; I would have you holy, 
happy,you will not; I would have a Covenant of 
palt betwixt us,that I might never leave you, you wil 

not ; 
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not-z no words, no ftroakes, no fights abroad, no 
love , no- kindneſfle, no patience at home"canmelr 
you. *, b : . yy 

O that yet, yer; yer, we, all we of this CKarch,of 


this Iland , would meete the Lord with faſting and'7 ron 


mourning , and make our peace with hint, *whiteſt 
peace is in our gates.. Now whatthe Whole Eandin 

enerall, that this Chamberin particular mnaftt6e; 
T will ſuppole your Government, your ſelyes pre> 
ſent to be good, but what ſhall we ſay of many jn rhe 
Citric 2 1 muſt turnero Ezechiel 22, atid fprake that 
to our /erſalem,which the Propherrhere dbrhiea his 


London. The citie ſheddeth bloud im the meidjt of it, that Ver.1- 
her time may come, and maketh idols azainſt her ſelfe to7,,17'* 


pollute her ſelf. In thee have they deſpiſed father and mo- 
ther : in the midſl of thee have they o9pye eathe firau- 
ger: tn thee they have vexed thefatherleſs > the willow. 
Thou haſt aeſbiſtd mine holy things ,and haſt polluted my 
Sabbaths. In thee are they that carry tales to ſhed blog? 
in thee are they that eat upon the mount ains:im the mid(} 
of thee they commit abomination, 1 thee hive they die 
covered their fathers ſhame:in thee have theytaken gifts 
t0:ſhed blond : thox haſt taken aſury & the ittereaſe, and 
thou haft defrauded thy neighbours by extortion: 1n thee 
thy Prophets have daubed with antempered morter : in 
thee thy people (generally) vexe, oppreſs,rob,aud Wrong 
one another, Thus the Prophet then : now I'reporr 
my ſelfetoyou;whether a Prophefniay nor ſtill take 
up his wordsagainſtthis place,andiffo, then heare 


what the Lord further addes; 414d 7 ſonpht for a man ” er/-30, 


among them that ſhonld make up the hedge and land in 
the gap before me for the Land, that 1 ſhonla not deſtroy 
D 3 it, 


Verſ.7.06 
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it, but 1 found none. O unſpeakeable Patience and 
Mercy ! when they ſought not God, God ww 


them, when the moſt were deſperate, he ſought 
ſome few to ſtandin the breach, and a few ſhould 


;haveranſomed multitudes. Now then (much ho- 


nouredand beloved) are there any menamid(t you? 
any that .can weepe for the. abominations of the 

eee any tharcan pray* any thatcan wreſtle with 

ven? Lettheſe ſtand in the gappe ; Lettheſe ſtand 
betweene the living and the dead with their Cen- 
fcrs, Let themlie betwixt the Porchand the Altar, 
and ſay, Othou God of Mercies, ſpare our Citty, ſpare 


Our houſes, ſpare our Churches, ſpare our ſtreetes, and be 


Mercifull to our (ines for they are wondrouw great. 
And whatT ſay to all, Iſpcake ro cvery one now 


» preſent, Twrne : Ohthou that haſt beene a /aplater, 


4s Swearer, au Adulterer, ewanton,a Murtherey, oc, 
make this uſe of Gods patience and kindnes to thee, 
to wit, Repent. 

.O._ but my ſinnes are many, yea, but his mercics 
are more; O burthey aregreat, his mercies are grea- 
ter ; O but Tam exceeding bad, how bad ? as Manaſ- 

ſes ? hee had mercy for himzas Magdalen? hee had 
mercy for her; as Adam? hee had mercie for him 
'O but itis now too late, all his mercy is {pent; No, 
His mercy endureth for ever. Beloved,the 'Lord hath 
ſent this day the chicfc of ſinners to proclaime thus 
much inyoureares, that never yetany periſhed for 
want of mercy in God;be it that thy finnes be finnes 
Of derkeneſſe,fins of death,of bloud,ofb:b,yer if thou 
canſt finde a heart to repent, God will finde in his 
heart to pardon:: ſee thouthy ſinnes , confeſſe, -4 
W , 
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waile, abtiorre, forſake them, ſceke thou the face of Tie thngs 


God, lie at his feote, Call, Crie, Lord be mercifull to 


lar 
me 4 ſinner : get his Sonne, his Image, and new abc» Lc 


<forſee more 
ey of repo» 


dience,and thy cafe is bleſſed, nay, if thou canſt not M®redſors. 
thus repent, yer thirſt; nay, if thou canſt nor thirſt, 1,505. 
yet mourne, nay, if thow canſt not mourne, yet bee M.51ck. 


poore in ſpirit, m—_— ſoin truth, the bleſſing is 2P>%-&6 


at-Fs 


thine, & the bloud of leſs Chriſt ſhall cleanſe thee from 
all,all(l fay againe)all ry ſins; 
Is God ever mercifallithen be ye merciful, as is your 


cy, butalſo commands ie,nay commends ir, nay re- 
wards it, nay plagues thenegleR of it, evento utter 
deſtruftion;your Elder brother Chrift is alſo-merci- 
full, and interprets every kindneſſe done tochis,done 
to himſelfe ;belides;Mercie graces Religion,glids thic 
Church}, fils her mouth with Gods praiſes, ops the 
mouth of alt adverſaries, yea; mercy preſerves the 
affliaed, and refreſheth the-bowels' for ſtrangers;it 
wintes uponthem in-poiatof Religion;for thy ſelfe, 
it comforts thy. foule as an evidence of thy trurh, 
eaſcth thy bodie, being a lighter burden than whit 
elſe willoppreſle, (fierceneſle and cructie) crownes 


thy name; being that grace tharexempts from per{t- & 


cution, and is moſtartraQtive, improves thine eſtate, 
ſandtifieth thy preſent portion to thy ſelfe, and ſet- 


- tles che remainder upon 'thy poſterity ;armes thee 
 againft fickneifeand death, F/2/.41,0.,- againſt vb- 
- iviowinthe grave, 48.9; v.39. againſt judgement 
-at the reſurreRion, /ames 27.1 3.444t1h 25.10 thatif 
we eyther reſpe@-our Father, God, or our Saviour, 

Chuiſt, or our Mother,the Churcb, or our —_— | 


Js. 
heavenly Father : nay, hedothnotonly praftiſe mer- #5 1%» 


Mats 4 


Ar 


Opr.Ae ops 
cleemay,, -- 
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nw, 
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2.4. Gods Mercie. 
Chriſtians, or our obſervers, Enemies, or our owne 
ſelves and ſoules, here or hereafter, we muſt be mer- 
cifull, | 
If youaske mee, how this mercy muſt bee exerci- 
ſed 7 I muſt (in this haſte)referre Schollersto the Ca- 


pece. Mext.c-x8. fiſts, and the reſt of youro other Authors, for a ful- 


> ahos. 


I. 


2. 


4+ 


3+ 


Wot. 


"Fe 


leranſwer, the ſumme is this :: Mercy muſt have;,firſt, 


4 good roote,Faith in God, Love to God and man:Second- 
ly, « good end,God's gloryin mans goodand our thankes, 
not merit,not ſatisfation, notimpetration, as they. 
Thirdly, a good rule, the 'Word muſt order us, both 
for perſons and things, forperſons,we muſt begin with 
God, &, withthe Matedwmiens,give eur ſelves tohing, 
2.Cor.8.0,5. thardone,, wee muſt proceede to the 
Common State, 'thento thoſe next, that touch us 
neereſt in the ſtrongeſt tyes ; and fo paſlle on, till (like 
good ſtomackes) we have dealt ſomicthing to the 
moſt removed members. Fer things, reſpect muſt be 


wjhadcoche Soule firſt, rheh ro the-Name, then to the 


-Bodie;rhen tothe Eftate : Foynhly, or almes 1mmwſt 


 $e,g904, far themarterof /it ,, firlt ,1in it ſelte,being 
. wholeſome, and. our owpe, next, for the recciver, be- 


ing {urcd ro his; needes, for the; purpoſe ),com- 


. . fort, if, rerapted;countell; if diftratteg,Jucgour, if 


oppreſled,clorhesgit naked,eyther worke or a Whip, 


C > 


Would you know (in; therhjrd place) what mer< 
cy youmultſhew.,\l anſwer, >tugh:a mercyſasGad 
- ſhewes, firſt, wniver/all mercy _to,mens {onles., b0- 


if idle. 15: 6 cs, 


dies, . eſtates, and.(cthat whichrhe world.is line ac- 


-quaiated with) ſpecially cowards Rulers , mercy .ro 
. (mens Names, (1D ot 7 10g 10 Ahn 


Sa- 


— == 


MD mnt LESS OE. ace tos DiDÞt 


Gods Mercie, 25 
+ Secondly, Everlaſling mercy, the righteons (faith 
David) is ever giving, lending, &c. Alaſſe, Mercy 
breakes now as faſt as trading, faire houſes be ſhut 
in, Mercy is.runne-the Country, and is like to 
periſh, for it will hardly live without a houſe , where 
a poore houle is kept, there is ſomething for Mer- 
cic 'to feede and worke upon , ſome raggs,; ſome 
Rope, ſome fewell, ſomething , bur when (Mi- 
das-like) all wee touch is gold, our bread gold, 
our fewcll gold, all curned intothe penny, I meane 
ſo, that -we cannot give, till we have paſt through 
three or foure Lockes,and ſcene and fel our almes, 
then certainely weſhall part with it-moſt unwilling- 
ly. The houſe-keeper (it hee want nor an heart) hath 
opportunities more thanany , forthe exerciſing of 
mercy.; benot yce weary of this well doing * the 
World (I know) is uinportunate ia Companions, 
and .impudeat in preſſures upon the free hearted, 
bur doe you your duties, and -feare not Swine that 
are welkneither fullnor faſting. 

Now as Houſc-keepers, {o others in their places 
muſt bee ever mercifuli ; all ever reccive mercy,let 
all ever ſhew ; all have opportunities, lerall appre- 
hend them ; the poore-(faith our blefled Saviour) 
are ever with yoult ever,now. Mercy needs notride 
abroad to ſecke worke in thele dayes, ftep but into 
thy Neighbours houſe, and thou ſhalt finde po- 
verty in the Chimney, in the Cupboard, leanneſle 
ſitting on the Chcekes, and cleaving to the ribbs 
of oldand yongue. O but we have not forthem. 
Why,where's the want * your houſes bee as trim as 


ever, your Children as fine, your Tables as full, 
E your 
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your waſtfulneſſe as much as ever,and can you be 

ever neat , nay. ever prodigall, and not ever mer- 

cifull 2 Whars become of Religion now 2 Is all rur- 

ned into words, as once in Saint James histime ? 

Time was when Chriſtians would ſcll thcir plate 

and Chalices, thcir Roabes and Iewels, their Lands 

and poſſeſſions, to relieve the Churches neceliry, 

yci 44403. 2nd ſhall nor we part with ſuperfluities * rell mee 
Annick bo 34: (you that reade Saint 70h) how you fatisfic his 
1.1oh 2,17. queſtion, and your owne Conſciences 2 If any 
man hath this worlds goods, and ſees his Bro- 

ther want,&c. how dwels thelove of God in him 2 

Will you ſay, wee have not this Worlds goods. 

Then difſemble not, now yee ſtand in a crofſe 

+.Sam 24-13. point to gvod Araunch: hee ſpent like a SubjeR, 
gave likea King ; you build farte, goe like Prin- 

ces, and will you-give like Bankrupts? Nay your 

Tavernes, your Feaſtes, and Playes, will riſe up a- 

inſt you : you have meanes to feaſt the Rich, and 

- Hem ou remember Chriſts Caveat, Mercy be- 
fare kinaneſſe? Nay, Mercy before ſacrifice ? You have 

a pinte of wine for any Friend, and what? nota 

penny for Chriſt? youcan finde a Teſter for ſome 

game, ſome ſhewe, ſome ſtage-Play,and what? no- 

For other obie- thing for Mercy £ Or will you ſay we {ce noneede * 
on che VV By; What elſe can you ſce 7 Men want ſtocke, want 
excellently an. bread, want worke, want money, (and when that is 
ſ m4" by$als- deare, nothing is cheape)and is not here neede 2 bur 
nd \Beſl. there 1s no extreamitic ? Woe is mee, there be many 
bem de Drvit. at her ſtay, I havea little meale and oyle ina cruyce, 
oc Beeauſt] I will bake, eate, die, they are now ſinking, ſinking, 


cannot hay, 


1-Reg.17-13, if you come not quickly rotheir ſuccour, they are 
loſt 
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loſt,is not this an extreamities But where be meanes*? 
finde you hearts, I will finde meanes, 

Firſt,che Backe may lend you ſomething, your gol- 
den hands and fingers might cloath ſome, and bee 
never the colder, your great Ruftes might feede 0- 
thers, and be never the unhand{omer, the Groves 


- .. De habit, mul, 
and Grounds upon your backes (as Tertullian nt 


ſpeakes) might lodge others, and yet (it never the gem. 


worſe upon your owne andchildrens backs. 


with advantage to your health and ſtrength, one 
meale ſaved in aweeke, one diſh at a meale, one cup 
of wine, once pipe of Tobacco ina day would come 
to ſomething inthe yeare. I quake to thinke what 
Chriſtians we be, ſome ſurfer, ſome ſtarve, and all 
at once ; ratherthan we will notpine the poore, wee 
will cramme and choake our ſelves. 

Thirdly, our Houſes mightlend us ſomething, for 
howſoever (with men of old) we feede, as if wee 
would die preſently , yet wee buildas if wee would 
live for ever : It is a worldtoſce how curious we be 
in ſuting every Room, whileſt the members of 
Chriſt goe nor like one Fathers children, nay it is 
not neceſlary they ſhould be all in a Sute,onely if 
Chriſt may be heard, he that hath two coates, ſhould 
give one tothe naked. 

Fourthly, 50rrow of our enemy Sinne , and here if 
you will aot hold, I know not what to ſay, but 
that the Heathen faith, Hee i' & bad Phyſitian that 
deſpaires of his care , wee have money for braules, 
for bribes, for the feeding of pride, revenge, am- 
bition, luſt,and ſhall we feed foes,and ſtarve Tous e 
E 2 ct 
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Secondly , the Belly might ſpare you ſomething ©© ; 
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jet me ſpeake it once for all, Had weas much zeale 
tomercy,as to finne, to-men, as to«birds and mon- 
kies, to Chriſtians and Preachers, as to Claw-backs, 
Teſters, Fidlers; Fooles; we would finde nicanes to 
relieve them: : Meanes- for the preſent; but how 
ſhall our-owne-doe hereafter? Why, is not mercy: 
as ſure agraine as vanitie? Is God: like tobreake 2 
ſaich- aot hce , - Hee that gives tothepoore, lends tothe 
Lord,and he will payhim? | have nothing to ſpare; 
Thou haſt forthy friends, for Gods enemies, Pride, 
Vanitiezif none- for Chriſt, receive thy doome: 
Hee that ſleps his eare at thecry of the Poore, himſelfe 
ſhall cry and not be heard. O thetime ſhall come, when 
he ſhall toſle and tumble, roare and: bellow, Lord 
have mercy on mee, O Lord,© Lord hclpe mee; 
but the -Lard-wiltaniwer him, as hee did his bro- 
ther with meerc ſilence Judgement without mercy, to 
him that ſhewed no mercy, Depart frommee yee curſed, 
You had meate, drinke, cloath;-houſe-roome, for 
linfull men, horſes, doggs,catts, none for mee, But 
the poore beeas fineas my ſelfe< T pray thee, beo 
ſaid with reaſon if others be not fit toreceive,thou 
art not tyed to give; If thou- bee fit to-give, and 
they to receive, Shacne longer, rather heare the 
Apoſtle, Put on-the bowels of mercy : andtorhat end; 
take his direRions, firſt, ſlay unmortificd luſts,nexr, 
ſteepe thy rhoughts im the Mercies f Goa, and they 
will dye thine, as the- dye-fat doth -rhe- cloath; 
thatdone, be rich in faith and good workes ; firſt, 
in the ward As of mercy , pitty the afflicted, 
bleede with them, mournc with them, thirſt their 
good, caſt their good. Secondly, I» outwerd _ 
O 
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of mercy, goe to them, fit with them, pray for 
them, lend them, ſpeake for them now to God, now 

to man, givethem, forgive them, and ifall thy abi- war.ro. 
lity amount but to onecup of cold water,it ſhall bee 
accepted, rewarded. 

Laſtly, God is ever merciful ; let us then leave 
the labouring Church, after our moſt carncſt re- + 
queſts and deepeſt humiliations for her, in his ever- Heur.z 3.27. / 
verlaſting armes,925 Moſes ſpeakes.Lets (ſecondly) be Nos = aw 
invited to recommend our 1ſracll ro him whoſe pra. 1 
mercy hath hitherto prevented us, and ever will .. 

reſerve us if wee conſtantly cleave and lycunto 1. 
[roy and let every one{ro make an end) that is ca- 2. 
pablc of mercy , being Fatherleſ/e, thathath obtai- Hob14-3+ - 
ned mercy , being Penitent, thirdly, that loves mcr- 
cy, being Mercifull, tay himſclte here : The Mercy of 
God endzreth for ever : my ſtrength may faile , my 
eſtate may, my friends may, my ourward comforts, 
my inward feclings may , but the mercies of God 
never faile , all miſeries havean end, Gods Mercy 
(which -is-my both mercy and merit) is endleſſe, 
is boundlefle : It endures for ever, yea forever,and 
ever, and againe, ſaith the Propher, for ever, and a- 
2aine andagaine, for ever beyond all times, al! 

things, all mens mercies; all mens miſeries : 
you muſt end, and I muſt now, but Imuſt 
end as my Prophet doth, Praiſc 
yethe God ofHeaven : For 
his Mercy endures 
for ever. 
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Poſtſcript. 


Hereas ſome queſtion 
A hath beene made of the 
©) truth of this Coppy,in re- 
\V 7. gard of its briefneſſe, un- 
£/Dd| derſtand (Reader) that 

mdeede I penned a larger 
diſcourſe ; but upon the adviſe ofthe Phyſatian 


(in Whoſe bands Ithen was) I abridg'd it, as bere 


thou findeſt it in this ſecond Edition , which in 

ubſtance containes nomore,than what was before 
publiſhed,onely ſome few lines (then omitted) are 
now ſupplyed, ſome notes for light ſomeneſſe in the 
Margent added out of my owne Coppy, and the e- 
ſeapes in Printing correFed.\ale. 


